
Sun (Sydney, NSW : 1910 - 1954), Tuesday 6 April 1954, page 3

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article229418253

I

A new
light

on spaceships
I

9

Australian Associated Press

LOS ANGELES, Monday. — "Spaceship" experts of America had 2

2 a convention yesterday, and now, goggle-eyed, they think that a 2

2 flying saucer dropped in on their meeting- 2

2 The experts attend-

2 ed the world s nrst in-

2 t e r p lanetary Space-

craft Convention at

2 Giant Rock, California,

airport.

2 The convention was

2 sponsored by George
2 van Tassel, who said

2 he acted "at the sug-

gestion of friends from
2 another planet".

2 After dark last

2 night, a large orange

2 fireball blazed briefly

2 over the convention

2 grounds, then flicker-

2 ed out.

2 Some delegates be-

2 lieve that the fiery ob-

2 ject was a "sign" that

2 "they" were in the

2 area, and were ready
2 to land a whirling

300ft craft, as van Tas-
2 sel had promised;

Sceptics thought it
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nearby US marine
base — or a gag.

Van Tassel said the
fireball was probably
a "nullifier" used by
"other worlders" to rid

the atmosphere of

radio-activity from re

cent hydrogen - bomb
blasts.

Later, another

"spaceship" e x p ert,

Truman Bethurum. of

come face-to-face with 2

a female spaceship 2

pilot at Mormon Mesa,

Nevada, in 1952. 2

"The captain was a

pretty girl who looked
26, but was really a j

grandmother," Bethu-
rum said. «

"She was from the J

other side of the moon
;

and bossed a, crew of
j

on
ri

«
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